
HOW TO TRACK STATE LEGISLATURE BILLS 
 

1. Go to the Louisiana State Legislature website: 
http://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Home.aspx 
 

2. Click on My Legis on the right hand side of the website.  
 

 
 
3. 

 
Sign up for an account if you don’t have one.  
 
4. HOW TO TRACK BILLS:  

a. You will see this screen when you sign in to your account.  

http://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Home.aspx


 
 
B. You need to know the number of the bill you want to track.  
C. Use the drop down box to select the correct type of bill.  
D. Click add the bill to my list and you will now have a list of bills you 
can check every day. 
 
D. Types of Bills: 

 
E. Other good definitions to know for the Louisiana Legislature:  
 
Bill 
A legislative instrument proposed by a legislator(s) to change or enact new statutory law or to repeal existing                  
law (Act), or to propose changes or additions to the constitution (joint resolutions). Statutory law includes the                 
Louisiana Revised Statutes, various codes, and local or special Acts. (Const. Art. III, §15 and House Rule 7.1) 
Prefiled bill - Original bill that is filed by a legislator with the chief clerical officer of the respective house prior to                      
a legislative session. Such a bill receives a bill number, is printed, and may be assigned to a standing                   
committee prior to a session. On the opening day of the session, it will be formally introduced. (Const. Art. III,                    
§2, and House Rules 7.2 and 7.6(B) and Senate Rules 9.1, 9.2, 9.3, 9.4, 9.5, 9.6, 9.7, 9.8 and 9.9)  
 

https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=206411
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=113343
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=206416
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=206416
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=113354
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=113360
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=180551
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=180552
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=180553
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=180554
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=180555
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=180556
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=180557
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=180558
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=180559


Original bill - The bill as introduced into the legislature that is used in the legislative process until engrossed.                   
(House Rule 7.2 and Senate Rules 7.4 and 7.6)  
 
Engrossed bill - Original bill prepared with amendments adopted upon initial consideration by the house of                
origin incorporated into its text. Usually, a bill which incorporates all committee amendments to the original bill                 
adopted during the second reading in the originating house. (Rarely a bill is amended on the floor at second                   
reading and the engrossed bill, including these amendments, is referred to committee.) The engrossed bill is                
ordinarily the version used on the House floor for debate on third reading and final passage. (House Rules 7.8,                   
7.9, 7.20, 8.16, 8.17, and 8.20 and Senate Rule 7.8)  
 
Reengrossed bill - Refers to a bill to which additional amendments - usually floor amendments - have been                  
added, after its engrossment. Usually these are floor amendments adopted when the bill is considered on third                 
reading and final passage in the house of origin. (House Rule 7.10 and Senate Rule 7.9)  
 
Substitute bill - (see Substitute Bill).  
 
Enrolled bill - A bill in its final form, including all amendments adopted in both houses, to be submitted (Joint                    
Resolutions excepted) to the governor for his/her approval or veto.(House Rules 7.12, 7.14, and 7.15 and                
Senate Rule 7.10) 
 

 
Deferred 
A legislative instrument scheduled for hearing by a committee may be voluntarily deferred upon the request of                 
the author or member handling the instrument. An instrument voluntarily deferred without objection may be               
rescheduled for committee hearing. A legislative instrument is involuntarily deferred when so ordered by a vote                
of a majority of the committee members present and voting, notwithstanding the request of the author or                 
member handling it to report the instrument. An involuntarily deferred instrument may be rescheduled for a                
committee hearing (after opportunity for hearing all other House instruments requested to be heard) only by the                 
vote of two-thirds of the committee members present and voting. During a session, the indefinite postponement                
of a bill usually means that the bill is dead for that legislative session. (House Rules 6.9 and 6.10) 

 
Joint Resolutions (Constitutional Amendments) 
Proposed amendments to the constitution are proposed by joint resolutions which have a title containing a brief                 
summary of the changes proposed; be confined to one object; and shall set forth the entire article, sections, or                   
other subdivisions thereof, proposed to be revised or added. For purposes of procedural handling, joint               
resolutions are treated as bills and other legislative instruments by the respective legislative clerical officers,               
except for the requirement that enrolled bills be submitted to the governor after enrollment for his signature.                 
(Const. Arts. XIII, §1 andIII, §15(A) and House Rules 6.8 and 7.1, and Senate Rules 7.1, 10.6, 10.7, 10.8,                   
10.10, 10.11, 10.12, 10.13, 10.14, 10.15, 10.16 and 10.17) 
 

 
Resolution 
A legislative instrument that generally is used for making declarations, stating policies, and making decisions               
where some other form is not required. A bill includes the constitutionally required enacting clause; a resolution                 
uses the term "resolved". Not subject to a time limit for introduction nor to governor's veto. (Const. Art. III,                   
§17(B) and House Rules 8.11, 13.1, 6.8, and 7.4 andSenate Rules 10.9, 13.5 and 15.1) 
Concurrent Resolution - Resolution to be considered by both houses that can be used to express legislative                 
intent, authorize certain suits, adopt or change joint rules of the legislature, memorialize Congress, and request                

https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=113354
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=180542
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=180544
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=113362
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=113363
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=113355
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=113371
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=113372
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=113376
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=180546
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=113344
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=180547
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=113346
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=113348
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=113349
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=180534
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=113342
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=113318
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=206363
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=206411
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=113341
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=113343
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=180533
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=180369
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=180370
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=180371
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=180355
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=180356
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=180357
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=180358
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=180359
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=180360
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=180361
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=180362
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=206413
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=206413
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=113366
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=113215
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=113341
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=113358
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=180372
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=180415
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=180476


or direct a state agency to take a specified action. Can also be used to suspend a law. Joint Rule 3, House                      
Rules 7.1, 7.4, 7.10,7.16, and 12.3, and Senate Rules 7.1, 7.3, 7.9, 7.11, 7.12, 7.14, 12.10, and 14.3 ( Also                    
see Suspension of law)  
 
Joint Resolution - A proposal to change (amend) or repeal existing provisions of or to add new provisions to                   
the constitution. It is designated a House or a Senate bill and requires passage by a 2/3 majority of each house                     
to be placed on the election ballot. The favorable vote of a majority of all state electors voting on it is required                      
for it to become effective (and a majority of those voting in the local area if it is local in nature.) (Const. Arts.                       
XIII, §1 and III, §15 and House Rule 7.1)  
 
Simple Resolution - Resolution passed by only one house that expresses an opinion or intent, but does not                  
have the force of law. It may also be used to change the rules of a house. It takes effect upon adoption. (House                       
Rules 7.1, 7.2, and 7.4) 
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https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=113344
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=113350
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=113210
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=180533
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=180541
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=180547
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=180535
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=180536
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=180538
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=180387
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=180471
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=206363
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=206363
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=206411
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=113343
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=113343
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=113343
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=113354
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=113358

